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Consent Form

Benefits of Participating in a Marine Science Camp Experience for Students with Visual Impairments
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Principal Investigator: The Principal Investigator (PI) is Dr. Kim Zebehazy, Associate Professor in the Blindness and Visual Impairment Concentration in the Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology, and Special Education at UBC. Contact information: 604-822-4506; kim.zebehazy@ubc.ca 

Co-Investigators: The Co-Investigators (CO-Is) are Lynn Wales, Vision Resource Teacher SD #23, and Sofeya Devji, teacher of students with visual impairments SD#8
information: Lynn Wales: 250-870-5148 (x 8505); lynn.wales@sd23.bc.ca; Sofeya Devji: 250-505-7063; sdevji@sd8.bc.ca 
Invitation and Study Purpose: This is an invitation for your child to join in a research study during their participation in the Bamfield Marine Science Camp. We are doing this study to learn more about the potential benefits of participating in hands-on marine science research designed specifically to provide access to students with visual impairments.  
Study Procedures: 
What happens if you say “Yes, I want my child to participate”?  If you say yes, here is how we will do the study:

1. Your child will be asked to complete a pre-camp self-assessment which involves them rating themselves on several statements and personal characteristics (e.g., I am a good problem-solver). They will also answer several open-ended questions about their perception of the upcoming camp experience. This will be sent electronically to them and returned prior to the start of the camp to the principal investigator.
2. Your child will be assessed by their teacher of students with visual impairments (TSVI) and/or orientation and mobility (O&M) specialist on their O&M and daily living skills at the beginning and the end of camp. The TSVI and/or O&M will also keep daily observation notes via a journal about your child’s participation. 

3. Your child will be asked to keep a journal with daily entries about their thoughts and feelings of each day’s activities and experiences.

4. At the end of the camp experience, your child will be asked to fill out a post-camp self-assessment, which will be similar to the pre-camp self-assessment.
5. Your child’s TSVI/O&M will be interviewed one month after the camp via phone, videoconference, or email to provide information about your child’s school experience after the camp experience.
The pre-assessment will be filled out before the camp. The remainder of the research tasks will take place during the marine science camp.  Participation will require a maximum of 2 hours total of your child's time. 
Study Results:

The results of the study will be reported in academic journals and presented at conferences. In addition, the results may be used to plan future marine science camp experiences for students with visual impairments.
Potential Risks: There are no known or anticipated risks associated with your child’s participation in this study, other than possible mild discomfort about sharing personal journal reflections with the researchers. 
Potential Benefits: Very little is known about the outcomes of participating in direct hands-on marine science research activities for students with visual impairments. This research project will gather information that will be helpful in improving instruction for students with visual impairments in the area of science and in areas such as O&M and daily living. While there may be no direct benefit to your child, completing the self-assessment and journaling experience may provide an opportunity for personal reflection. 
Confidentiality:  A pseudonym will be used in place of your child’s name or any other personal identifying information. Your child’s self-assessments, journal entries, their TSVI/O&M’s observations journal entries and assessment will only be seen by the researchers. Your child's name will never appear in any report or presentation of the completed study.  The data collected will be kept in a locked filing cabinet and on an encrypted, password protected computer. Please note that complete confidentiality cannot be assured because of the small number of potential participants and the possibility that their participation may be highlighted as a unique experience within their home community. However, all possible efforts will be made to limit their identification and the researchers will not publicly share any identifying information.

Contact for information about the study: If you have any questions or desire further information with respect to this study, you may contact the Principal Investigator at (604) 822-4506 or kim.zebehazy@ubc.ca or the Co-Investigators at 250-870-5148 (x 8505); lynn.wales@sd23.bc.ca; or 250-505-7063; sdevji@sd8.bc.ca.
Contact for concerns about the rights of research subjects:  If you have any concerns or complaints about your rights as a research participant and/or your experiences while participating in this study, contact the Research Participant Complaint Line in the UBC Office of Research Ethics at 604-822-8598 or if long distance e-mail RSIL@ors.ubc.ca or call toll free 1-877-822-8598.
Consent:  Your child's participation is completely voluntary and confidential.  At any time during the study, your child has the right to withdraw their participation and the researchers will remove and eliminate their data immediately. Not consenting to your child’s participation or withdrawal by your child from the study will not affect your participation in the marine science camp activities in any way.

Your signature indicates that you consent for your child to participate in this study.

________________________________________________________________________

Parent/guardian








Date


Printed name(s)
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